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The Athenian Mercury: 


Tuelday, March 28. 1693. 


Hree years fince, having an Old Father 
that intends to exceed the Years of Me- 
thufalah, I out of defpair, be not allow- 

ing me a handjome maintenance, married an Old decrepid fu- 
perannuated Maid of a very good Fortune, and then very fick- 
ly, but fince fo perfectly recover’d, that I have reafon to 
fear fhe'll e’ne imitate my Father, whereas you may very well 
think I expeéted 2 {peedy death wowd part Friends, divorce 
me from my mouldy Bride, whofe lofs I was preparing for 
with all the moderation of a good Husband, but fhe has been 
fo uncon{cionzble ax to outlive even my hopes, which makes 
me entreat your Advice to an almoft diffracted man, on thefe 
following Queries : 

1. Whether ix be a Crime to horrow fome of my Fathers 
bury’d Gold, fince it lies ufele(s, and I can eafily fupply 
ats place with Bags of other things that will do as well, 
for I have reafon to think be contents bimfelf with counting 
the Barts only ? 

2, My Old Ly-by-me having fo drawn the Writings by 
my own Conjent before Marriage, that I refign'd all over to 
her Difpole, not doubting but to get "em out of ber again, tho 
I now find I can't dot: Whether knowing where to feize 
them 1 may not commit them to the flames, and take poffel- 
fion of all, allowing ber a handjome feparate maintenance ? 
Your |peedy Anfower wou'd much Oblize, 8¢c. 

An{w. Two hard Cates, tho’ both of ’em we dare 
believe our detunét’d Brethren woud immediately re- 
folve in the Affrmative: We mutt confider’em a lic- 
tle. andthen fhall give you our Judgments. For the 
firft, we muft needs fay you talk more like a Spark 
than a Gentleman —~——— Why thou'd you envy your 
Old Father a few Pulfes move, who tho” he is very un- 
kind and wnnartural, and his Carriage 1s a high Temp- 
tation to {uch unhandiome returns as you make him, 
yet thac Temptation ought not to prevail, and you 
ought to deal better with him than he with you, this 
being a private particular Concern between you two 
only, and however he deals with you, he's {till your 
Father, and fhouw’d Death take your own old piece of 
Houthold-ftuff off your hands, and your Bed get young- 
er Furniture, if you have a Son of your own yeu 
{carce be pleas’d it he fhou’d begrudge his Fathers Lite, 
as you his Grandfathers. Nor are you much lefs un- 
juft and unreafonable, in taking your Old Lumber tnto 
your houfe, only with hopes of preiently turning it 
out again, and you'd be en’e very well fitted, if fhe 
fhou’d grow fudlen, and lye upon your hands (let's fee) 
for feven years longer, tho’ to be juft to you too, ’tis 
very hard, that when you have refrefhed her thus be- 
yond hopes, when vou have been the ftaff ot her Age, 
her Muff, her ‘¥arming-pan, her any thing, you fhou'd 
not have a days wages tora days werk, and a hand. 
fome Fee for fich a miraculous Cure. Now to your 
Queftions —In our Judgments ‘tis a clear Cafe your 
Fathers Facobus's ought to be as Sacred to you as they 
are to him, left you fhou’d find ’em as fatal as Aurum 
Tholofanum, or that untoward draught of Aurum Potabile, 
whichthe Parthians prelented CrafJus. The propriety 
is {tijl his, and he’s your Father, and you may be fup- 
ply'd ocherways, if not his mifhog or not miffing, it is 
not the thing, any more than ’twou’d be no Crime for 
a Pickpocket to Angle out a parcel of your own Guinea’s 
when you come to have fo many, that you won't be 
fenfible of your lofs. For your Spoufe, we think the 
Cafe is harder ; if fhe allows you handiomely, and like 
a Gentleman, you have no reafon in the World to 
complain; Wou'dn’t every thing fain live, and why 
fhou'd you envy the good you your felf have done, fince 
it appears fhe ows her Health to you, as well as you 
your Eftate to her ; if fhe does not allow you propore 
tionable to her Eflate, and the Figure you are oblig’d 


Queftion. 
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to make in the World, ‘tis, We confefs, {till harder up- 
on you — What if you fhou’d fue her for Alimony, you 
were beft confult Council upon the Cafe, and We think 
cwou'd be a very hard matter if a poor Man fhoy’d 
not recover it, when ‘tis {6 eafily granted to the Wives 
in the fame Circumftances. But fill the Point is, ‘may 
I lawfully burn the W’ritings or not; We fuppofe you'd 
have this try’d ia Foro Confcientia, and intend not to 
trouble any other Court with the Matter: We An{wer 

if the refufe to let you have what's truly neceffary and 
convenient for you, (not for your Extravagancies ) we 
think, (tho we may be miftaken ) that ‘tis lawful’ for 
you to burn the Writings ; Our reafon is, that a Hys. 
band feems to have a right prior to any Inftituted Law to 
the Goods ofthe Wife. This ’cis true, he may part with 
as you have done, but ’tis with a reafonable fuppoficion, 
that if all your Eftate is at her difpofe, the ou'd, as 
before, allow you in Juftice, what you need, and ic 
feems prepofterous and unnatural, in fuch a Cafe, that 
an Inferiour Relation fhou’d have power to perclude a 
Superior from a proportion of what fhou’d be at the 
higheft in common between ‘em. However, if this 
fhou’d be lawful for the Husband, as we can't fay we 
are Confident, yet we are fure ’tis fo after he has done 
it, and enter'd on. the Eftate, to turn out his Old Wife 

and with her Money maintain. a young Concubine — No, 
he not only ought to allow her better than the does him, 
but to live with, and Jet her flill retain the Name of his 
Lye-by-him, unlefs fhe has her felf a mind to edge fur- 
ther, for tobe juft between you, ‘twou’d be very hatd 
of your fide to take all the has, as you intend to do 

without giving her fome valuable Confiderasion. j 


Queft. 3. The enclos'd i fent with arequeft to know jour 
Opinion, whether any one violently in Love cou’d write {uch 
aLetter, upon no other ground than fame few haughty Ex- 
preffions {poken toa Paffionate Lover, when we believe, if 
ever we have power ; and if tobe forgiven, witha requeil, i 
given in behalf of the Writer, bow to get right again in bis 
Opinion, and togovern my {elf for the future ? 


The Letter wasinthefe Terms. 


Y OV Women are the oddeft things in Na- 
ture, if any one of Sincerity tells you of 
their Efteem, you prefently defpife him, but your 
manner of doing tt 1s wonderfully particular, your 
Language uncommon, and your Aétion fo full of 
unmannerly Pride, that fhowd my Footman have 
the Efteem I had for you, I fhon'd conclude bim 
Fool, and difcharge him of my Service. Ibad 
the Opinion you were Miftrefs of fome Under- 
Standing , and more Goodnefs, and that Opinion 
laid me open to an Impreffion troublefome enough, 
but the brutifh returns made me, has rafed that 
Charatter, and ftain’d every drop of Blood Ihave 
with the much truer one of haughty, infolently 
promd and vain. Proud and Vain were given 
you in your earlitr Age, and then yon were ex- 
cufeable 5 but in declining Years, when /carce 
any thing but Goodne/s is left to recommend yon, 
to double the Humour 45 intolerable. . You think 
poffibly the Title of Sir and my Ladys 
Daughter, a Coach, and the Reputation of a 
thonfand pounds a Year, ( tho” fomething over- 
valued ) with the Acquaintance of a neighbour- 
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ing Earl or two, entitle you to your Phantaftigk 
Air, your haughty Tofs and Step, and to de- 
Spife implicitly all without the Title of my Lord, 
Sir or your Ladifhip. Pm [ure this Opt- 
nion fuits your Mecn, and I miftake tf not your 
Under ft anding, and tn Complaifance take this Wi ifh 
at parting —~ May your Pride have the lofty 
Title, and the empty thing familiarly tack?d to 
ir, and may that Idolizd Title be your only 
fatisfatlion, and be affur'd when next you make 
my Profpett a Contemning Smile, remember at 
thar towring Vanity in her proudeft are/s “m4 
down, tho fet in Beauty, that the Beggar will i 
with us all, and have fix Foot of Ground as gn 
asthe prondeft fhe 5 nay perhaps better ; for © - 
born fays, which you had known had you ir on- 
fulred Books half as much as your Looking-G!afs, 
He that lics under the Herfe of Heaven 1s 
convertible into Sweet-Herbs and Flow€rs 
that may reft in their. Bofoms who woud 
fhreek at the ugly Buggs may crawl in the 
Arch’d and Coltly Tombs of Kings 
And now adiew Incomparably Proud and Vio- 
lently affected —— fondled into Folly by doat- 
ing Parents, who having none but you to repre- 
fent’em, have hugg’d their Image till they have 


defac’d it. 


Anfw. 'Tis a fwinger we muft Confefs; tho’ after all, 
the Style fpeaks che Writer a Perfon of Senje, and a Gentle- 
man nay, as ftrange as that feems, a Lover too, for 
that’s a vain, capricious, tefiy, angry thing, that knows 
not what he writes, nor does, nor fays — We Contels, 
Madam, he aas Wounded you in the moft fenfible part : 
It he had only cali’d you Vain, or Haughty, they had 
been but fuch Characters as may indifferently ferve for 
almoft all Miftrefles — ( not that Wethink there's much 
Vanity \oft between the Sexes ; for verily as our Friend 
Sternhold fays, tho’ in a graver fenfe, Man is 4 vain 
fhew —) We fay, if this had been all, ‘t had been no 
great matter, but to te]l you you were Old too, if you'd 
pleafe ingenuoufly to Confefs, this makes it /fing deep- 
er than all the reft ; and did you not need all the Good. 
nefs your Lover fays you are Miftrefs of, to forgive it: 
However, if your Ladyfhip thinks fit to take our foolifh 
Opinion in this matter, We think you may honourably 
enough forgive him, tor this Reafon, becaule you are 
not to believe one word that a Lover fays or writes 
either for or againft you, fincethat Arch Wag Cupid as 
foon ase’re he has caught ‘em, puts his own Muffler about 
their Eyes, and makes em play at Blind-man's-Buff, run- 
ning about like Mad-folks, feeling and ftumbling, and 
breaking their owa Nofes and Shins, and other Folks, 
and Woe to them that ftand in their Way, or come 
within their Clutches. But now to be graver: We 
think Madam, your Goodne/s will, and your Honour may 
forgive him, becaufe he gives you the fatisfaction of asking 
your Pardon, on which account you may ftill entertain 
his honourable Love, it being very poflible for him to Write 
fuch a Letter as he is a paffionate Lover, nay very Natu- 
yal, Love and Anger being both great .Paflions and 
very near akin, though jo far different, as the fame 
Miulcles of the Face, are made ufe of for laughing and 
cryig — As for your Queftion, How you are hereafter to 
manage your felf towards bim— In our Opinion, you 
ought to feem to be as angry with him as you can, as 
long as you can, (‘a few Moments ) and to make him 
pafs a Purgatory before he gets to his Elyfum. Nor 
need you do more, We think, effectually to mortifie 
him, than now and then to fhow him his Letter, and 
when he fues for any Favour — a Touch or Kifs — of 
your Hand — remember him you are —Old — Keep 
‘him thus at Eys-End and Lips-end but for a Week or 


a Fortnight, and We'll Undertake for him he becomes’as 
true a humble Spaniel-Lover, as any of 
MADAM, 
Tour Ladifhips Humble Servants, 3c. 


The Gentleman who fent us in feveral Queftions refleding 
on the prefent Eftablifhed Church of England, with 
Complaines that be has fent feveral before, without re- 
ceiving any Anf{wer, muft excufe us that bis la/t meets 
the fame Fate with their Predeceffors, fince we fhou'd 
be very ill Men to reflett on « Communion whereof We our 
felves bave fo often profefs'd to be Members. 


Adberttfements. 


Here is now Undertaken the Tranfla- 

tion of the Prince Royal of Denmark's 
Voyage into Germany, Italy and France, to 
which will be added his Continuation of it 
thro’ Flanders and Holand ’till he arrive back 
unto the King his Father’s Dominions. It wil! 
be Illuftrated with great Variety of Copper 
Plates, and be more Curious than any other 
Voyage yet extant. The Undertakers are 
F. Dunton, H. Rhodes, T. Goodwin, R. Baldwin, 
JF. Harris and R. Parker, 


oe AN Account of the Converfion of Theodore John, 

a late Teacher among the JEWS, together 
with his Confeffion of the Chriftian Faith which he de- 
livered immediately before he was Baptifed in the Pre- 
fence of the Lutheran Congregation in the German-Church 
in Little Trinity-lane, London. By Fobn Efdras Edzard, 
Minifter to the faid Church. On the twenty third Sun- 
day after Trinity, being the 31th. of Ofober, in the Vear 
of our Lord God 1692- Tranflated cut of High Dutch 
into Erglifh. Licenfed and Entered according to Or- 
der. Price 6 d. 


a A Conference betwixt a Modern Atheift and his 

Friend. By the Methodizer of the Second 
SPIRA. Price 6d. This Book is Printed in the fame 
fize with the Second Spira, that they might Bigd up to- 


gether. 
a N Earneft Call to Family Catechifing and Refor- 
mation: By a Reverend Divine. Several Mi- 
nifters and Private Chriftians perufing this Piece, ear- 
neftly moved for its Publication, which the Reverend 
Author at length Confenting to, the following PROPO- 
SAL is now made for the more general dilperfing of it ; 
viz. That whacever Gentlemen will be fo Publick Spirit. 
ed, as to give Fifty of em away, they thal] have that 
number deliver'd to ’em for Twenty Shillings ftitcht up 
in Blew Paper, and ready Cut ; but as for others who buy 
Jefler humbers, they muft not expeét em under Six Pence 
per Book. 


All three Printed for Fohn Dunton at the Raven in the 
Poultrey. 


7 ee isa Book newly Publifht, entituled, Cunfide- 
rations on a Book, Entituled, The Theory of the Earth, 
Publifhed fome Years fince by the Learned Dr. Burnet. 
It's Printed for the Author, ohn Bequmont, Junior, 
Gent. and Sold by Kandal Taylor, near Stationers-Hall. 


c I N Grays-Inn-lane in Plow-yard, the third Door , lives Dr. 

Thomas Kirlews, a Collegiate Phyfician, and Sworn Phy- 
fician in Ordinary to King Charles the Second, until his death ; 
who with a Drink and Pill ( hindring no Bufinefs ) undertakes 
to Cure any Ulcers, Sores, Swellings in the Nofe, Face, or other 
parts ; Scabs, Itch, Scurfs, Leprofies,and Venerial Dileafe expecting 
nothing until the Cure be finifhed: Of the laft he hath cured many 
hundreds in this City, many of them after fluxing, which carries the 
evil from the Lower Parts to the Head, and fo deftroys many. The 
Drink is 3 s. the Quart, the Pill £ s. a Box, with Direétions’; a bet- 
ter Purger than which was never given, for they cleanfe the Body of 
all Impurities, which are the caules of Dropfies, Gouts, Scurvies, 
Stone or Gravel, Painsin the Head, and other parts. With anotKer 
Drink at 1s. 6 d. a Quart. He cures a Fevers and hot Diftempers 
without Bleeding, except in few Bodies. He gives his Opinion te 
all that writes or comes for nothing. 
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John gounton at th ¢ Raven in the Pow/srey, 1693. 


